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and the theatre. There are the beginnings of a workers' evening
university, and it is hoped as soon as the new block is finished
to throw the club open to professional and administrative
workers in the district, and so to break down the barriers
between pnanual and intellectual workers. In the year 1934,
owing to inadequacy of accommodation, membership was
limited to factory workers.
Architecturally the club is very finely conceived. It has a
very impressive frontage, a spacious entrance-hall, a large
lounge. Both the lighting and furniture are modern but not
eccentric. The lounge was being used for an exhibition of paint-
ings by a team of artists that had been sent to the Urals to paint
industrial construction. There was a smaller photographic
exhibition of the architect, builders, and constructional episodes
connected with the building of the club. The club has a theatre,
cinema, library, bookstalls, billiard-rooms, study-rooms for
economics, politics, etc., and very pleasant dressing-rooms for
the artistes, besides the restaurant.
The new block is to contain a theatre seating 4,000 people,
600 rooms for various clubs and study groups, a small sports
stadium and observatory, a children's playground and section,
and a swimming-pool. When the new block is finished the
workers3 evening university is to assume full stature. Here the
factory worker will be able to develop himself intellectually and
artistically, and thus help to realise Stalin's direction of creating
a workers' intelligentsia.
The Director, who must be a good organiser and administrator,
is appointed by the trades unions concerned. He must be a well-
educated, cultured person, with a good knowledge of the theatre
and cinema. He has two sub-directors. There is also a resident
medical officer and assistant, and a librarian, as well as the usual
staff.
Quite a different type of educational institution was the
Peasant House that I visited in Moscow. These Peasant Houses,
which are to be found in large towns and on State and collective
farms, are (as the name suggests) educational centres for